
 
North Deals 
None Vul 

♠ K 6 5 
♥ 8 4 2 
♦ A J 3 2 
♣ Q 10 3 

 

♠ 9 8 
♥ A K 10 3 
♦ 10 5 4 
♣ J 9 8 7 

 

 

 

N 
W  E 

S 
 

 

♠ 10 4 3 
♥ Q 7 6 
♦ K 9 8 
♣ 6 5 4 2 

  

 

♠ A Q J 7 2 
♥ J 9 5 
♦ Q 7 6 
♣ A K 

 

West North East South 

  Pass Pass 1 ♠ 

Pass 2 ♠ Pass 3 ♠ 

Pass 4 ♠ All pass   

Lead: ♥ A 

N/S edge into 4S. On West's lead of the ace of hearts, East wants a continuation, hoping that N/S 
have 3 each. So, East plays the 7 of hearts. When West continues with the king of hearts, East 
confirms that the 7 was encouraging by playing the 6 of hearts. West leads hearts again, and East 
takes their queen. N/S will lose the king of diamonds later for down one.  

If East instead plays the 6 of hearts and then the 7 of hearts, West will have to guess. Lead 
another heart? Switch to diamonds or clubs? If they choose the latter, N/S will cash the second 
club, draw trumps, and discard the third heart in South on the queen of clubs. N/S will lose two 
hearts and a diamond, making their contract.  

  



 
North Deals 
None Vul 

♠ A 9 6 
♥ K 8 4 
♦ K 6 4 
♣ J 9 5 3 

 

♠ Q J 7 
♥ 3 2 
♦ J 9 5 2 
♣ 8 7 4 2 

 

 

 

N 
W  E 

S 
 

 

♠ K 10 8 3 2 
♥ J 10 9 5 
♦ 10 8 
♣ K Q 

  

 

♠ 5 4 
♥ A Q 7 6 
♦ A Q 7 3 
♣ A 10 6 

 

West North East South 

  Pass Pass 1 NT 

Pass 3 NT All pass   

Lead: ♠ Q 

A straightforward auction: South has 16 high card points and a balanced hand. After the 1 NT 
opening, North bids game (3 NT) with 11 high card points.  

West makes an aggressive lead: the Q of spades. West's diamonds and clubs are weak, but 
spades or hearts may work - N/S didn't try to reach a game in either suit. The spade lead hits 
paydirt: East loves the lead. After North holds up (plays the 6 of spades), East must encourage by 
playing a higher spade. It's still unclear whether the ten is a possible trick, so I'd play the 8 of 
spades. West is paying attention and continues the spades with the jack. North takes the third 
spade trick and tries the hearts and diamonds but is unlucky - neither suit splits 3 - 3. When East 
gains entry with a high club, they run their spades to set the contract.  

If East carelessly played a low spade on the first trick, West would be uncertain about spades and 
might switch to another suit. That would give N/S time to clear the KQ of clubs and win enough 
club tricks to make their contract.  

  



 
North Deals 
None Vul 

♠ 9 2 
♥ K 8 5 2 
♦ K J 6 5 
♣ J 7 2 

 

♠ 8 7 6 
♥ A 7 6 
♦ 10 8 7 
♣ A 10 9 5 

 

 

 

N 
W  E 

S 
 

 

♠ 5 3 
♥ 10 9 4 3 
♦ A Q 2 
♣ 8 6 4 3 

  

 

♠ A K Q J 10 4 
♥ Q J 
♦ 9 4 3 
♣ K Q 

 

West North East South 

  Pass Pass 1 ♠ 

Pass 1 NT Pass 4 ♠ 

All pass       

Lead: ♠ 8 

South opens 1S with about 19 total points (18 high card plus 2 for the length in spades, but minus 
1 for the weak KQ of clubs). North, with a balanced hand, picked 1 NT (6 - 9 high card points 
and no 3-card spade support). South loved their spades and bid the game (4S). They might have 
done better in 3 NT, but it was risky because of the two doubletons.  

West had no obvious lead (didn't want to lead the aces or away from the aces). So, they lead a 
trump. South decided to draw three rounds of trumps first (instead, they should have lead the 
king of clubs first). On the third spade, East has an opportunity to signal. They'd love to 
encourage in diamonds, but the 2 of diamonds looks discouraging and the K and Q are both 
potentially winning tricks. So, East decides to discourage in another suit - and clubs looks like 
the right place. When East plays the 3 of clubs, West knows that playing clubs has no future. The 
king of hearts makes hearts look iffy too. So, when N/S finally plays the king of clubs, West 
takes the ace and leads a diamond.  

East takes the two top diamonds and leads back a heart to the ace. They know that South must 
have the queen of clubs, so hearts are the only suit available to win a trick.  

  



 
North Deals 
None Vul 

♠ 5 4 
♥ Q 9 3 
♦ A 10 3 
♣ K J 10 9 4 

 

♠ A K 2 
♥ 10 8 2 
♦ J 8 4 2 
♣ 6 5 2 

 

 

 

N 
W  E 

S 
 

 

♠ Q 8 7 6 3 
♥ J 7 5 4 
♦ Q 6 5 
♣ 8 

  

 

♠ J 10 9 
♥ A K 6 
♦ K 9 7 
♣ A Q 7 3 

 

West North East South 

  Pass Pass 1 NT 

Pass 3 NT All pass   

Lead: ♠ A 

South opens 1 NT with 17 high card points. North raises to 3 NT with 10 high card points. 
Unfortunately, this is one of the fairly infrequent hands where both hands have no spade stopper.  

But defeating the contract still requires some diligence by E/W. West leads the obvious ace of 
spades. If East nonchalantly plays the 3 and then the 7, when the king is led, West will be 
uncertain of how to proceed. They may lead some other suit than spades, in which case declarer 
wins 10 tricks.  

Instead, East signals encouragement in spades by first playing the 8 and then the 3 on the first 
two tricks. An observant West will notice the encouragement and will return a spade. E/W take 
the first 5 tricks and set the contract.  

 


